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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -47 and 68-87 are allowed ( renumbered as 1-67 ). 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Many references in the art disclose a similar patient detection system for patient-support device 
or patient monitoring system and bed patient monitoring system. Most of those references are 
comprising a sensing element for detecting the presence or absence of a patient and providing a 
first input signal in response to the dielectric constant within the first detection space, such as 
that found in Wiley et al. [ U.S. Pat. 5,808,552 ], Hill et al. [ U.S. Pat. 5,235,319 ] and Wood [ 
U.S. Pat. 4,907,845 ]. But no prior art reference utilizes the apparatus for detecting a position of 
o body on a support surface of a bed which comprises at least one first sensor having an output 
signal which is variable in response to changes in a weight applied tot the support surface; at 
least one second sensor having an output signal which is variable in response to changes in the 
position of the body an the support surface; and a controller having inputs configured to receive 
the output signals from the first and second sensors, wherein the controller being configured to 
monitor the output signals, to provide an indication of changes in the position of the body 
relative to the support surface, and to provide an indication if the body exits the support surface. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-0160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass, can be reached on (703)305-4717. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3988. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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